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ABSTRACT

Participation of village women leaders in community action programme was estimated with
the help of 100 Gram Panchayat, 40 Panchayat Samiti and 20 Zilla Parishad during 2001-2004.
The result revealed that participation of women leaders in village developmental, religious and
social activities were fairly moderate, while in agricultural developmental activity it was better.
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INTRODUCTION
Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRI’s) after 50

years of its service to the country are still in the
process of evaluation after undergoing a series of
morphological changes. One among those changes
is participation of women in Panchayat Raj
Institutions by reservation policy, which helped the
women to participate more in village developmental,
religious and social activities and agricultural
developmental activities. Hence the present study
was undertaken with the following specific objective
in sharp focus.

1.  To comprehend the participation of selected
village women leaders as respondents in community
action programme.

MATERIAL AND METHODS
Keeping above objective in mind, the present

study was conducted in the Parbhani district of
Marathwada region in Maharashtra State. The
district consists of 704 Gram Panchayat’s, nine
Panchayat Samiti’s and one Zilla Parishad. Among
this sample, 100 Gram Panchayat women members
were selected by using nth number method of random
sampling, all the 40 Panchayat Samiti women
members and 20 Zilla Parishad women members
were taken for the study, as the population was very
small. Thus the final sample comprised of 160
respondents. The pre-tested interview schedule was
used to collect the information. The statistical tools
like frequency, percentage were used for analysis of
the gathered data.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
1. Participation of respondents in village
developmental activities

It was found from Table-1 that, about 54.00
per cent of Gram Panchayat members had ‘medium’
participation in village developmental activities
followed by ‘high’ participation (24.00 per cent) and
‘low’ participation (22.00 per cent).

In case of Panchayat Samiti, i t  was
indicated that, more than half of the women
members (55.00 per cent)  had ‘medium’
participation in village developmental activities,
while 25.00 per cent members had ‘low’ and
20.00 per  cent  members  had ‘h igh ’
participation in village development activities,
respectively.

However about Zilla Parishad members
it was observed that, six out of every ten (60.00
per cent) of the Zilla Parishad members had
‘medium’ participation in village developmental
activities followed by 25.00 per cent possessing
‘high’ participation and 15.00 per cent with
‘low’ participation in village developmental
activities.

The reasons might be that, women members
are moderately activated and working with medial
devotion as social workers or village leaders and also
due to their personal characteristics might have been
playing some role in action participation in village
developmental activities.



149Vol. 29, No. 2, 2010

Table 1: Participation of respondents in village developmental activities

Variable                    Gram Panchayat(n = 100)                     Panchayat Samiti(n = 40)                        Zilla Parishad(n = 20)

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage

1. Low 22 22.00 10 25.00 03 15.00
2. Medium 54 54.00 22 55.00 12 60.00
3. High 24 24.00 08 20.00 05 25.00
Total 100 100.00 40 100.00 20 100.00

Table 3: Participation of respondents in agricultural developmental activities

Variable                    Gram Panchayat(n = 100)                     Panchayat Samiti(n = 40)                        Zilla Parishad(n = 20)

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage

1. Low 21 21.00 10 25.00 05 25.00
2. Medium 59 59.00 23 57.50 12 60.00
3. High 20 20.00 07 17.50 03 15.00
Total 100 100.00 40 100.00 20 100.00

Researchers, Chandrashekhar and
Inbanathan (1991), Kalakanavar (1999) and
Dhakne (2002) also reported the same observations.

2. Participation of respondents in religious
and social activities

It is seen from Table-2 that, significant
percentage of the Gram Panchayat members (51.00
per cent) had ‘medium’ participation in religious and
social activities, while one fourth that is 25.00 per
cent members had ‘low’ and 24.00 per cent
members had ‘high’ participation in religious and
social activities.

While, in case of Panchayat Samiti, more
than half of the women members (57.50 per cent)
had ‘medium’ participation in religious and social
activities followed by one fourth that is 25.00 per
cent members had ‘low’ and remaining 17.50 per
cent members had ‘high’ participation in religious
and social activities.

However, about Zilla Parishad, an
appreciable (55.00 per cent) of the Zilla Parishad
members had ‘medium’ participation in religious
and social activities, while 25.00 per cent and 20.00
per cent members had ‘high’ and ‘low’ participation
in religious and social activities.

Table 2: Participation of respondents in religious and social activities

Variable                    Gram Panchayat(n = 100)                     Panchayat Samiti(n = 40)                        Zilla Parishad(n = 20)

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage

1. Low 25 25.00 10 25.00 05 25.00
2. Medium 51 51.00 23 57.50 11 55.00
3. High 24 24.00 07 17.50 04 20.00
Total 100 100.00 40 100.00 20 100.00

The reasons might be that, women members
are moderately activated and working with medial
devotion as social workers or village leaders and also
due to their personal characteristics might have been
playing some role in action participation in religious
and social act ivi t ies. Researchers,
Chandrashekhar and Inbanathan (1991),
Kalakanavar (1999) and Dhakne (2002) also
reported the same observations.

3. Participation of respondents in agricultural
developmental activities

It was observed from Table-3 that, more
than half of the Gram Panchayat members (59.00
per cent) had ‘medium’ part icipation in
agricultural development activities, while 21.00
per cent members had ‘low’ participation and
remaining one fifth that is 20.00 per cent members
had ‘high’ part icipation in agricultural
developmental activities.

In case of Panchayat Samiti, most of women
members (57.50 per cent) had ‘medium’
participation in agricultural developmental activities
followed by 25.00 per cent members had ‘low’ and
17.50 per cent members had ‘high’ participation in
agricultural developmental activities.
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While, with reference to Zilla Parishad
members, six out of every ten (60.00 per cent) of the
women members had ‘medium’ participation in
agricultural development activities followed by 25.00
per cent ‘high’ participation and 15.00 per cent ‘low’
participation in agricultural developmental activities.

The possible reason for this might be that
agriculture is the major concern of village life as a
result of which those who guide in this area are given
recognition more readily.The results of the study are

in line with the results of Nair (1964) and Dhakne
(2002).

CONCLUSION
It was concluded from study that,

participation of women leaders in village
developmental, religious and social activities were
fairly moderate, while in agricultural developmental
activity it was better. So far increasing the level of
participation of women members as village leaders
in village developmental work.

REFERENCES
Chandrashekhar, B.K. and Inbanathan (1991) Profile and participation of women Zilla Parishad and Mandal Panchayat

members. The case of Karnataka. Journal of Rural Development, 10 (5) : 575-589.
Dhakne, V.S. (2002) Village leadership pattern and role of leaders in developmental activities. M.Sc. (Agri.) Thesis,

Marathwada Agricultural University, Parbhani.
Kalakanavar, Geeta. (1999) Role performance and training need identification of Panchayat women members. M.H.Sc.

Thesis, University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad.
Nair, G.T. (1964) A study of role of Panchayat Samiti in agricultural development programmes in blocks of Delhi

territory. M.Sc. (Agri.) Thesis,  Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi.



Copyright of Journal of Dairying Foods & Home Sciences is the property of Agricultural Research

Communication Centre and its content may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv

without the copyright holder's express written permission. However, users may print, download, or email

articles for individual use.


